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GOD GIVES FAITH SO WE 
CAN FOLLOW HIM

The Family Devotion on the next page is a weekly tool for the home. It is designed for you as family to gather for a few 
minutes on a set night of the week to unpack the Big Truth together. Use the model below and customize it to fit your 
family. As you continue to learn, love, and live out the Big Truth, some additional Hooks (next page) are provided that 
correspond to the Big Aims (see above). Use them to keep the conversation going throughout the week with your family.

The complete Guide and additional resources can be found online at familydiscipleshipplan.org

BIG TRUTH: GOD GIVES FAITH SO WE CAN FOLLOW HIM
Matthew 10:38-39; Luke 9:23-24; John 12:26; Romans 8:9-11; Galatians 3:11; Ephesians 2:8-10; Hebrews 10:38

BIBLE VERSE: ROMANS 1:17
“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”

BIG IDEAS
• God gives faith so people can follow Him through Jesus.
• God gives faith so people can follow Him in obedience.
• God gives faith so people can follow Him in true joy.

BIBLE STORY: MATTHEW 8:5-13 
A Centurion sought out Jesus to ask for His help. The Centurion’s servant was sick and suffering terribly at 
home. The Centurion believed that Jesus was the Messiah. God gave the Centurion faith to believe the truth 
and he was blessed. God gives us faith to follow Him.

FOUNDATION: GOD IS JOY - GOD GIVES FAITH
God Himself is joy. Joy is not just an attribute of God. All joy is found in Him. Psalm 16:11 says, “In your 
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” We were created to delight 
and find joy in God. There is always more about God to know, see, experience, and love than we could ever 
imagine. Sin separated us from God and also from the joy that comes from knowing Him. In the midst of that, 
God gives us faith to restore our relationship with Him and to know Him again. Not only is God the truest 
source of joy, but He gives us faith so we can have access to that joy. 

BIG AIMS

Every child should be able to:
• Memorize John 3:16
• Recognize things that make them happy, 

but talk about God as the source of joy

Every child should know:
• Joy is found in the presence of God 
• Faith is a gift from God to hope and 

trust in Him

Every child should feel:
• The difference between a temporary 

happiness and a lasting joy

Every child should want to: 
• To one day have faith in Jesus to save them 

from their sins
• To experience true joy in Christ alone
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FOLLOWING IN OBEDIENCE
Play a game of “Mother, May I” with your child. Remind your child that God gives us faith to obey Him and we 
can obey Him joyfully because of the faith He gives.

DISCOVER IT:
Read Matthew 8:5-13.

THINK ABOUT IT:
Jesus helped many people while He was on earth. One day He helped a Centurion in a big way. The 
Centurion’s servant was very sick and was suffering terribly. The Centurion cared about his servant and 
wanted to help him. He sent his men to find Jesus and to ask Jesus to heal his servant. Jesus said He would go 
to the Centurion’s house, but the Centurion asked Jesus not to come. The Centurion knew that Jesus was a Jew 
and that if Jesus came to his house, He would be defiled. The Centurion believed that Jesus was the Messiah 
and he knew that Jesus could heal his servant from afar. Jesus healed the Centurion’s servant because God 
had given the Centurion great faith. God had given the Centurion faith to believe in Jesus and to follow Him. 
God gives us faith to follow Him and to obey Him joyfully.

TALK ABOUT IT:
• What did the Centurion ask Jesus to do? (He asked Jesus to heal his servant.)
• How did the Centurion show that he had faith that Jesus was the Messiah? (He knew that Jesus could 

heal his servant from afar.)
• How did the Centurion receive faith? (God gave him faith to believe.)

Help your child memorize Romans 1:17 by playing a game of beanbag toss. When the beanbag lands 
on a designated spot, say the verse out loud together.

Hide several surprises throughout your house. Tell your child that you have hidden the surprises 
and ask her if she believes you. Next, help your hunt for the surprises. Remind her that God gives us 
faith to believe in Him and to follow Him.

Spend some time this week talking with your child about how God has given you faith to follow 
Him. Share a time when God helped you to obey Him. Remind your child that God gives us faith to 
follow Him in obedience.

Spend time as a family praying and thanking God for giving faith to follow Him.
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