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The Family Devotion on the next page is a weekly tool for the home. It is designed for you as family to gather for a few 
minutes on a set night of the week to unpack the Big Truth together. Use the model below and customize it to fit your 
family. As you continue to learn, love, and live out the Big Truth, some additional Hooks (next page) are provided that 
correspond to the Big Aims (see above). Use them to keep the conversation going throughout the week with your family.

The complete Guide and additional resources can be found online at familydiscipleshipplan.org
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BIG TRUTH: GOD GIVES MERCY TO THE UNJUST
Micah 7:18-19; Romans 3:21-25; 5:8; 1 Peter 1:3–5

BIBLE VERSE: JAMES 2:13B
“Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

BIG IDEAS
• God, who is just, pursues those who are unjust.
• There is no human being who deserves God’s mercy.
• God gives mercy to those who turn from sin and trust in Him.
• God’s mercy triumphs over judgment through the true and greater Jonah.

BIBLE STORY: JONAH 1-4   
God commanded Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh to tell the Ninevites that they were going to be destroyed 
because of their sinful ways. Jonah disobeyed God and instead headed toward Tarshish. God did not allow 
Jonah to continue in his disobedience. He pursued Jonah, causing a great storm in the sea, which resulted in 
Jonah being thrown overboard. It was through God’s mercy that Jonah was swallowed by a great fish and his 
life was saved. Jonah then went to Nineveh and the Ninevites heard Jonah’s message and repented of their 
sins. God spared them, showing them mercy instead of the justice that they deserved. God pursues the unjust 
to show them mercy because He is a merciful God.
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Every decision that God makes is perfect and completely just. He is a good judge who cannot and does not 
allow evil to go unpunished. This means that God must punish injustice. The problem that we all face is that 
we are unjust sinners. We deserve justice. God’s justice is why we need a substitute, and He sent Jesus to 
become that substitute. Instead of justice, those who place their faith in Jesus receive mercy. 

BIG AIMS

Every child should be able to:
• Think about the decisions they have to make in 

light of what God says is right and wrong
• Obey God because He always does what is right

Every child should know:
• God’s justice means He always does what is right
• God’s mercy means that he does not give us 

what we deserve

Every child should feel:
• Thankful because God shows us mercy 

when we do not do what is right

Every child should want to: 
• To trust God and to obey Him 

because He is just
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SHOW MERCY TO OTHERS
Pick a meal time and fix your child a plate of food that has some things he or she likes and one thing that he 
or she does not like. Tell him or her that they do not have to eat what they don’t like. Talk about how you are 
showing mercy to them in not making them eat something they don’t like. God shows us mercy in not giving 
us the judgment we deserve.

DISCOVER IT:
Read James 2:12-13.

THINK ABOUT IT:
God showed great mercy to the world when He sent Jesus to pay the world’s sin debt. No one in the world had 
asked God to send Jesus. No one had done anything to cause God to show such great mercy. All people are 
sinners and all people deserve God’s judgment. We continually turn away from God and what He commands 
us to do in His Word. Even though God showed us great mercy, we may choose not to show other people 
mercy when they wrong us. When James writes his letter to the Jews who have been scattered throughout the 
area, he reminds them of the mercy that God showed the world and he encourages them to live like people 
who have been shown this great mercy. This means we should show mercy to people, even when they do 
unkind things because God showed us mercy when we didn’t deserve it. We should live like mercy really has 
triumphed over judgment. We can live this way because we know that God has been and continues to be so 
merciful to us.

TALK ABOUT IT:
• Why should we show mercy to others? (God showed us mercy, so we should show mercy to other people.)
• Did we deserve God’s mercy? (No, we did not deserve God’s mercy, but He showed it to us anyway.)

Help your child memorize James 2:13b by alternating repeating the verse in a loud voice and
then a soft voice.

Each morning for a week read Lamentations 3:22-23 as a family. Help your child think of a
way that God was merciful to your family the day before or that very morning. Pray thanking
God for His great mercy, especially for sending His Son to pay our sin debt.

Using a children’s Bible read the story of Jonah to your child. Talk about how God shows
mercy to those who don’t deserve it. Help your child think through the things he or she does
that make them undeserving of God’s mercy and then talk about how God still shows mercy.

Spend some time singing praise songs with your child about God’s great mercy. Talk about
the many ways that God is merciful to us even beyond sending His Son to die for us. Share
with your child about a time that you were disobedient to God and God showed you mercy.
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